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SENATE ACQUITS T 


DOUG MILLS — THE NEW YORK TIMES 


President Donald Trump, waiting to greet Venezuelan opposition leader Juan Guaido at the White House on 
Wednesday, said he would speak from the White House today about his acquittal in the Senate. 


FIRST VOTE 


ABUSE OF POWER 
NOT GUILTY 


By Nicholas Fandos 
The New York Times 


WASHINGTON » After five months 


President Donald Trump’s deal- 
ings with Ukraine, a divided U.S. 
Senate acquitted him on Wednes- 
day of charges that he abused his 
power and obstructed Congress 
to aid his own reelection, bring- 


trial to its expected end. 
In a pair of nearly party-line 


in doubt, the Senate fell well 
that would have been needed to 


remove Trump, formally conclud- 


Washington and threatened the 
presidency. 


It was the third impeachment 
trial of a president and the third 


of hearings, investigations and 
cascading revelations about 


ing an acrimonious impeachment 


votes whose outcome was never 


short of the two-thirds margin 


ing the three-week-long trial of 
the 45th president that has roiled 


RUMP 


SECOND VOTE 


OBSTRUCTION OF CONGRESS 
NOT GUILTY 


SENATE TELEVISION VIA AP 


The U.S. Senate fell well short of the two-thirds vote on both articles 
that would have been needed to remove President Trump from office. 


NEAR PARTY-LINE VOTE 
ON TWO CHARGES ENDS 
IMPEACHMENT TRIAL 


acquittal in American history, 
and it ended the way it began, 
with Republicans and Democrats 
at odds over Trump’s conduct and 
his fitness for office, even as some 
members of his own party con- 
ceded the basic allegations that 
undergirded the charges, that he 
sought to pressure Ukraine to 
smear his political rivals. 

But in a sign of the widening 
partisan divide testing the coun- 
try and its institutions, the ver- 
dict did not promise finality. 
Democratic leaders immediately 
insisted the result was illegiti- 
mate, the product of a self-inter- 
ested cover-up by Republicans, 
and promised to continue their 
investigations of Trump. 

The president, vindicated in 
what he has long called a politi- 
cally motivated hoax to take him 
down, prepared to campaign as 
an exonerated executive. And both 

TRUMP » PAGE6 


Evacuees in 
isolation at 


‘Travis AFB 


178 Americans flown from 
China on 14-day quarantine 


By John Woolfolk 


jwoolfolk@bayareanewsgroup.com 


A chartered plane Wednesday 
evacuated 178 Americans from 
the heart of the coronavirus out- 
break zone in China — including 
a feverish child — to Travis Air 
Force Base in Fairfield where they 
will be quarantined for 14 days. 

The new evacuations are oc- 
curring amid an alarming spike 
in the global death toll, including 
the second death outside main- 
land China, and a growing num- 
ber of confirmed cases. None of 
the evacuees who arrived over- 
night at Travis on a State Depart- 
ment flight are known to be in- 
fected. Health officials stressed 
that the risk of infection to the 
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MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Possible break in teen's cold case 


By Julia Prodis Sulek 
jsulek @bayareanewsgroup.com 


For nearly 24 years, the dis- 
appearance of Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo freshman Kris- 
tin Smart has confounded 
investigators, traumatized 
her family and eventually 
spawned a whodunit podcast 
with a million downloads. 


On Wednesday, it appeared 
San Luis Obispo County law 
enforcement officers had 
made a break in the cold case: 
They served search warrants 
at the Los Angeles County 
home of a fellow Cal Poly stu- 
dent at the time who said he 
walked her back to the dorms 
the night she vanished, as 
well as his parents’ home in 


FAMILY PHOTO 


Members of the Los Angeles 
Sheriff's Department, left, 
search a home Wednesday 
in San Pedro in connection 
with the disappearance of 
Kristin Smart, above. 


Arroyo Grande and a sister’s 
house in Washington state. 
“Weve been waiting for 
this day forever,” said Dennis 
Mahan, who volunteered with 
searches for Kristin over the 
years and has become close 
with the Smart family. “I have 
a wave of emotions.” 
The case of the missing 
SMART » PAGE6 


Bay Area 
megachurch 
pastor put 
on leave 


By Fiona Kelliher 
Skelliher@bayareanewsgroup.com 


MENLO PARK » A prominent Bay 
Area pastor was placed on leave 
after he failed to tell his mega- 
church’s board that a church vol- 
unteer confided in him a sexual 
attraction to minors, instead al- 
lowing the person to continue 
working in the community for 
months. 

John Ortberg, a prolific Chris- 
tian author and longtime leader of 
the 4,000-member Menlo Church, 
has not delivered a sermon since 
November after breaking a “bond 
of trust” with church leaders and 
parishioners — many of whom 
have been left feeling chagrined 
and confused as the wider Pres- 
byterian world watches closely. 

“The bond of trust around our 

PASTOR » PAGE 7 
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